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512TH FIGHTER SQUADRON HISTORY
April 1944 = July 1945

Introduction

The pages that follow are a reproduction of the Official 512th Fighter
Squadron History which is preserved in the archives of the Albert F, Simpson
Historical Research Center at Mexwell AFB, Alabama, The records are completely
declassified but coples are not avallable to the public except on microfilm.

In preparing the records for printing we had to retype each page. As much as
possible, we attempted to type them in the same format and with the exact same
placement of words on the page as in the originals, On occasion, this meant
leaving unchanged what we were quite sure were typographical errors in the
original, The most obvious of these is on page 35 where it states that on

24 Feltruary 1945, Lt Braxton was reported MIA, The information on page 31
indicates this was actually Lt Claxton, At the reunion in May 1981, Mr, Claxton
and my father, Fred Brandt verified this. However, rather than risk " changing
history", we preserved the record as it origimally appeared when we retyped

it., The only exceptlon to this rule 1ls the tltle and date at the top of each
page and the page numbering in the lower right corner. These were added to

help those of you who ordered unbound coples to keep track of your pages

and to allow me to compile the index of names which you willl find at the end

of the history, I'm grateful to all those who assisted me in this project,
especially my wife Joni, and I hope you will enjoy reading this history as

much as we enjoyed reproducing it. As an Air Force pilot and an amateur historian,
I admire you for the things you accomplished under difficult conditions in the
last year of the War in Europe., I hope this history wil help you remember those
accomplishments and the friendships you formed during that difficult year.

Stevan Brandt
November 1981



512th Fighter Squadron History April 1944

2, Changes in organization:

1, Organization acquired new T/0 during this period, The
date of operation under the newly acquired T/0 was 15 April 1944,
although it was dated 22 December 1943,

b. Strength, Commissioned and Enlisteds

Date Officers Enlisted Men
5 April 1944 (Date of 40 251
arrival in UK)
30 April 1944 42 251

¢, Movement:
1., Arrived in UK 5 April 1944 and immediately moved to this
station, 417, arriving 6 April 1944,

d, Casualties;

i, Two pllots, 2nd Lt Alfred C. Harnagel, 0-811900, and 2nd
Lt Russell E, Tilton, 0-810435, were killed in a midair collision
during a training flight 21 April 1944,

e, Decorationsi
1. None.

f. HNarrativei

1. This Squadron arrived in the UK 5 April 1544 landing at
Liverpool, We immediately boarded a traln and rode all night to-
ward the South of England, and pulled into Ashford, Kent, about
0600 6 April 1944, Trucks were walting for us and we were taken
out to our airdrome which was throbbing with mud, The Squadron
area had previously been selected by the advance party of the
Group, so the tents at least were already for occupation. Chow
line formed at once as did lines for numerous other articles such
as cots, blankets, etc., The Squadron area 1s a large square sur-
rounded on all sides by a natural hedge and trees, The tents are
dispersed around this hedge. The next three weeks were those
kinds of days when nothing tangitle can be shown, yet little ad-
ministrative and liveable detalls were straightened out.

g« Opsrations:

1. Ho airplanes were avallable when we arrived at our sta=
tion and the first flying by our pilots was done 15 April 1944
ten days after arrival, This flight consisted of the Commanding
Officer, Major John L, Locke, the Operations Officer, Captain
Weston M, Lennox and the three flight leaders, Captain John W,
Mullaney, 1st Lt Creighton A. Smith and 1st Lt Richard D, Christensen,
all going up just to feel the alr again. The rest of the month as
far as flying was concerned was devoted entirely to tralning except
that five of our pllots did fly operational missions with neighbor-
ing groups. These five officers chalked up thirty-four sorties for
the Squadron and the thirty-four were made up of dive bombling, escort,

1,



512th Fighter Squadron History April 1o

g, Operations (Cont'd)

fighter sweeps and combination of dive bombing and escort. These
operational missions gave the Squadron a total of forty=-cne and a
half hours for this period., Now as this period was devoted almost
entirely to training the training hours are important., We accumu-
lated a total of three hundred and seven hours of training which em=
traced formation flying and dive bombing, It should be mentioned
that we received cur first plane on 13 April 1944 and they continued
to come until at the end of the month we had seventeen planes,

2, Flying perscnnel attended ground school classes conducted
by the Group and taught by instructors from the 303rd Wing and later
our own Intelligence Officers,

3. Intelligence worked hard to get everything ready to operate.
¥aps were photographed and made operational sizes and plexi-glass
cases were made for the pilots, Intelligence personnel attended a
school in Escape and Evasion and this information was passed on to
the pilots, All details like having pilots pictures made were at-
tended to.

4, The suprems Squadron spirit which this Squadron is enhanced
with was strengthened when of the five new pilots we received four
of them were old 512th men that we had to let go back in Congaree,
3, C. There was quite a reunion when they arrived.

CARL T. MATTHEWS, JHa,
th‘l‘a ¥ Alr CD:PS,
Historical Officer

Za



512th Fighter Squadron History May 1944
2, Changes in organlzation:

i, None
b. Strength, Commlissioned and Enlisted:
Date Officers Enlisted Men
30 April 1944
31 Mey 1944 L3 242

cy, Movement:

i. There was no permanent move during this period, On 24 May 1944, the Squadron
made a trial movement to the A,L.G. Brengett. The Squadron moved in three sectlons,
the air eschelon, ground eschelon, and flight eschelon, This was the first movement
of our Squadron with the above mentioned breakdown of movement, The movement was
designed to proceed on a regular operational day. The alr eschelon moved out at 0630
and arrived at the Brenzett landing ground at 0730, We immediately set up cperations
and waited for the ground and flight eschelons to arrive, The ground eschelon
arrived at 1400, At 1330, the flight eschelon arrived having just flown an operatiomal
mission, The next morning, the process was repeated back to our permanent base,
ds Casualtlies:

1. None.

8. Decorations:

1. No decorations were awarded thls month.
f. Operations and Narrative:

1. The first eight days of this month passed with final preparations for our
operationsl flying., On 9 May 1944, 12 ships toock to the alr on our first mission
which was a fighter sweep, The sweep was to the area northwest of Farls., HNo enemy
a/c were seen and not ome burst of flak was seen or felt, This mission was a Group
mission and was led by It Col Grossetta, the Group Commander, The following day,

10 May 1944, fourteen of our ships flew the second mission and the second sweep, This
sweep was a little farther north of the first and was northeast of Parlis. No enemy

a/c were seen but flak was encountered for the first time though no one was hit. Our
own Sq. Commander led the Squadron for the firat time, On 11 May 1944, we went a
little farther north so owr geography lessons as we were calling our sweep misslons
were going farther and farther north, Alsc on this sweep our first plane was hit by
flak but did no material damsge, Fifteen planes flew and completed the mission, On

12 May, the fourth sweep was flown with fifteen planes again, 13 May 1944 was a date
to remember for we flew our first two sortie mission, an escort of B-26 a/c, Our
squadron had route separate from the other squadrons and this route was in the vicinity
of our first mission, near Paris, Our operations were held up for six days because

of weather and we didn't fly again untll the 19th of May, when we flew our second escort
mission with B=26's, This mission marked the first time we had flown four full flights
on & mission, The following day we passed another memory polnt by having two mlssions
on one day, firset sscort and then our first area coverage mission just north of Dieppe,

2. New things in operations came along when the next day we received our first
miseion to straf rolling stock and straf we did, This mission toock us into Germany.

On 22 May, we found the SBquadron going out on 1ts first dive bonb mission, and we hit
a tridge north of Paris, On 24 May, we were agailn on an escort misslion and another
first came in the books when our first enemy a/c were engaged. Two FWiS0'e made 2
pase at Creen Four who was in a turn with the sun to his back and shot the right allervu
off, Two more FW190's Twroke ahead of Lt Federson and he flred clalming & damage, Our
missions for the next four days were Escort and the last one on the 28th was our first
sscort of heavies, B=17's, In the evening of the 28th we recelved a dive bomb mission
and we hit a railroad tridge. The last four days of the month we escorted B26's twice,
Bl7's once and dive bombed an alrfield once,
Operational Summariess
Number of Mission®
Total Sortle Credits

i
6
Combat Time % hrs,, 15 mina



Z12th Fighter Squadron History

2, Changes in Organization.

June 1944

1. Effective 13 June 1944, the 512th was designated a Fighter Squadron

from Fighter Bomber, No operatioral changes.
%+ Strength, Commissioned and Enlisted,

Date Offlcers Enlisted Men
30 May 1944 22
30 June 1944 51 247
2, Movemsnt,
1' HOM-

i, Casualties,

1. Four, Capt, Wo ¥ ., Lennoxy Lt, H, D, Pederson; Lt. L, E. Agee, and

Lt. E. C. Dudolski,

&, Decoratlons,

1s The following Officers recelved awards durlng the month of Junes
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B+ G. Jones e ——
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512th Fighter Squadron History June 1944

Operations and Narratlive.

1., June was a month of intensified activity for the 512 Fighter Squad=
ron and one in which this organization proved itself capable and willing
to carry on the tattle against the enemy even under very adverse condi-
tions. In support of the invasion operations this month, 39 misslons of
various types were undertaken, a record number to date for this organ-
ization, On 6 and 7 June, 1944, the 512th flew four Top Cover Misslons
per day over the beachead and under the leadershlp of Major J.L. Locke,
C.0., this squadron was one of the first over the Normandy beaches on
D-Day. In spite of very tad flylng weather all eight of the missions
were carrled out successfully without loss of craft or men, The missions
for the month were divided into 4 escort; 15 Fighter Cover; and 20 Armed
Recon. Morale has been tops and cooperation with other headquarters
excelleant,

2., During this month, two enemy aircraft were destroyed by the 512th
with one proteble and two damaged., Returning from a dive bombing mizsion
near Chartres, Lt. Mayne shot down one ME109 at about 8000" on 21 June,
and damaged one, The other was downed by Lt. Chubbuck, His element was
attacked ty two FW190's from a higher altitude while returning from a
mission, Following the Nazi down, Lt. Chubbuck pulled up under him after
coming out, just under a cloud formation, riddling the German so badly he
was forced to ball out, A number of enemy vehicles were destroyed and
damaged during the month., The big day was on the 10th when 25 trucks
were destroyed and thirty-one damaged,

3. Four Pilots were lost during June to enemy action, On 10 June,
Captain Lennox, Operations Officer, was hit by flak and was forced to ball
out in the vicinity of Vire, France, Lt, Pederson was alsec hit by enemy
ack-sck on 18 June, and went down tack of the German Llnes east of St. Lo.
Lt, Agee and Lt. Dudolski were last seen in the vicinity of Cherbourg on
22 June, where they were hit by Nazi ack-ack while on a dive bomblng miss-
ien just South of that city. On 21 June, Lt. Leif Johansen talled out
over the Channel., The water was Choppy and it wasn®t until the following
day, after 16 hours in his life raft, that he was picked up by rescue
boats, Lt, Douglas was Torced down by flak while clreling to glve a fix
on Lt. Pederson on 18 June. He landed in No Man's Land, walked btack to
our front lines and rejoined the organization two days later,

s/ CARL T. MATTHEWS, JR.
+/ CARL T. MATTHEWS, JR.
Captain, Alr Corps

Intelligence Offlcer



512th Fighter Squadron History July 1944

a8, Changes in Organlization

1- Hona.
b, Strength, Commissioned and Enlisted,
Iate Officers Enlisted Men
30 June 1944 5 - 27
30 July 1944 48 247

c, Movement:

1, On 5 July, the 512th wes alerted to move, The Organizatlon was
divided into three eschelons and one small work detail. These were the
Alr Eschelon which would proceed to the new btase in France with all
equiptment not absolutely essentlal for operating; Second, the Ground
Eschelon which would remain, carrylng on operations untll the advance
element had set up; Third, the Flight Eschelon which was composed of the
neccessary pilots to carry on and who would fly to France. It wasn't until
the 18th of July that the Alr Eschelon moved out by train and Motor Convoy
to the Marshalling area in the Southampton vieinity. Nine days later,
on 27 July the Unit arrived at field A-13 west of Bayeaus., On 31 July,
all aircraft were flown in from England. The movement was completed the
first part of August.

d, Casualties:

1. There were four casualties during the month, Captain C.A. Smith was
the first. He crashed into a woods attempting to take off on 4th of July.
Failing to gain altitude with a belly tank and a 500 pound bomb under each
wing Captain Smith's plane immediately burst into flames but fortunately
he was able to get out under his own power. He sustalned second and third
degree burns on hands and face, Lt. Leif Johansen tailed out over
Nieuville-Sur-Togue, France in enemy territory after his ship was hit by
flak on July 14th, Lt, Everett Booth, the third casualty was wounded in
the leg by & bullet from an aircraft firing at a Nazl flying bomb. On
30 July, Captain Mullaney was lost while straffing a truck. It is thought
that too heavy a load caused him to mush into the ground.

8. Decorations:
1, Major John L. Locke, the Purple Heart.
Capt. C.A, Smith the Purple Heart
It. Everett Booth, the Purple Heart

Enﬂ. Ltl J.G. mﬁrﬁﬂn- the Alr H‘Bﬂﬂ.l
2nd Lt, Richard B, Crater, the Alr Medal
F/0 J.C. Brown, the Air Medal

Major John L, Locke, Bth, 9th, 10th OLC to the Air Medal
Captain Jack R, Bronson, 2nd OLC to the Alr Medal
Captain John W. Mullaney, 6th, 7th, OLC to the Air Medal
Captain Jesse U, Underwood, 3rd, 4th OLC to the Air Medal
Captain Creighton A. Smith, 7th OLC to the Alr Medal

1st Lt. H.D. Christensen, 6th CLC

ist Lt. John Marusiak, 4th OLC

ist Lt. Donald D, Tomlinson, 3rd, 4th OLC

ist Lt. Glenn K. Schwan, 6th QOLC

ist It, Leif H, Johansen, Jr., 3rd OLC

st Lt. Arner M, Douglas, 4th OLC

ist Lt, William Anderson, Jr., 3rd,4%th OLC
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1st Lt. A.S5. Brown, Jr., 3rd QLC
ist Lt., James G. Brown, 3rd, 4th OLC
ist Lt., Gabriel F, Vacca, 3rd OLC
ist Lt. William A. Rhes, Jr., 2nd QLC
ist Lt. Jay O, McCall, 2nd OILC
ist Lt, William C, Braxton, 4th OLC
2nd Lt, Everett E. Booth, Jr,, 3rd OLC
2nd Lt. Fred W, Chubbuck, 1st OLC
2nd Lt. Robert M, Draney, 2nd QOLC
Znd Lt, Robert G. Jones, 2nd OLC
2nd Lt, Walter L., Perkins, 2nd OLC

f. Operations and Narrative:

1. July started out rather slowly but proved to be the mest eventful
in the history of the 512th Fighter Squadron. Thirty five missions were
flown; 27 Armed Reconn,, 4 Dive Bombing and Four Escort. Two pllots were
lost due to enemy action but more than balancing the score, seven Nazl
aircraft were destroted, two probably destroyed and six damaged, During
the month of July the following figures show the extent of activity:

Destroyed Frobables Damaged
Locomotives 12 20
Railroad Cars ik8 208
Railroad Bridges 1
M/T's 30 81
Tanks 24 1
AfC 7 2 6

in addition, railroad tracks were cut at 21 different locations, 1

tarrachs was hit, 1 oil tank hit, 1 trailer destroyed, 2 talloons destroyed,
1 warehouse severely damaged, 3 gun emplacements destroyed and 1 damaged,

1 railroad repair shed damaged, 1 tunnel blocked, a transformer and power-
house damaged, and two highways cut,

The squadron received a commendation from General Weyland, CG of the
XIX Tactical Air Command, for the part they played in the July 20th opera-
tions when three missions were flown with excellent results. Major Locke
and Captain Smith were made Lead Pilots and the organization was authorized
a tattle pennant for its Culde-on.

2., These are the main highlights:s Lts Jones,1 dest
July 4th----2 Fw 190'e destroyed and 1 probable- Lit, Mayne,l dest
July 6th----Barracks and fuel tank hit by bombe at Fougeres.

July 7th----One locomotive destroyed and tracks cut at Nogent=Sur=
Le Loire Ly bombs,

July 14th---Two Armed Reconn Missions were flown in the area of
Tours and Orleans, France. Two locomotives were
destroyed and five damaged; twenty-six frelght cars
destroyed and 85 demaged, one large gasoline M/T, one
Transformer and Power House, one medium tank and one
etaff car were damaged, one truck and Z balloons were
destroyed.

-2-



512th Fighter Squadron History July 1944

July 19th---Flying two missions the squadron cut numbsr of railrocads
by bombing. One locomotive and 5% freight cars were des-
troyed and three additional cars damaged.

July 20th---The squadron flew three armed reconn, missions. A rail
road was cut and one M/T was destroyed and 4 damaged, 28
tarks on flat cars were destroyed, a bridge damaged by &
direct hit, & locomotive damaged, and a warshouse set on
fire, Two tanks and three gun positions were destroyed.

July 24th---5 flat cars and a 2} ton M/T destroyed by bombing and 20
jeeps and light trucks damaged by straffing.

July 25th=-=0One ME109 probably destroyed=-6 aircraft damaged,

July 26th---Hit M/Y at Angers, Tracks cut, 2 rallrocad cars and 1 ve-
hicle destroyed. 20 flat cars and 20 vehlcles were damaged
by straffing. ILater, 2 flat cars and M/T were destroyed,
and 2 flat cars and M/T damaged by bombing. The tracks were
also out. An M/T was straffed and destroyed,

July 27th---Two dive bomb missions flown. Railroad cut in three places
and one locomotive damaged. Strafed and damaged another
locomotive at same place. One engine destroyed, one damaged
and an ammunition train of thirty cars destroyed, the ex-
plosion cutting the tracks, Marshalling yard bombed, two
engines destroyed andfive damaged, Railroad tracks cut on
another line and 5 ensmy a/c destroyed. Captain Underwood,
Lt, Christansen, and Lt. Douglas each accounted for one
Mei09, Major Locke and Lt. A.S., Brown shared one HEl1l,
destroyed, while Lt. Christensen, Lt. Schwan and It. Borne
all shared credit for one JUBB downed.

July 28th=--Tracks cut at Voves M/Y. Nine M/T strafed and destroyed,
one damaged, On second mission, railrcad junction hit by
bombs, cutting tracks in two places and destroying 5 box cars.
Tracks bombed at another location and cut. Four trucks,
one trailer and one half-track destroyed by strafing.

July 29th---Bombed, strafed and destroyed gasoline train of 25 cars
and locomotive--also cut tracks, Bombed and strafed train
of 40 empty box cars and locomotive, destroying the engine
cutting the tracks and damaged 10 cars. Damaged an engine
and seven coal cars by strafing and destroyed a staff car,

July 30th---Destroyed a locomotive and freight car by bombing--cutting
tracks in 2 places, Strafed and damaged another locomotive.

s/CARL T, MATTHEWS, JR.

t/CARL T. MATTHEWS, JR.
Captain, Air Corps
Intelligence Offlcer



512th FIGHTER SQUADRON August 1044
406 Pighter Group, AAF

a, Changes in Organization:

1, Nons.
b, Strength, Commissioned and Enlisted:
Date Officers Enlisted Men
31 July 1944 L8 247
31 Aug 1944 56 251

¢y Movement:
1., One change of statlion was made during the month of August.,
This was completed August 17, and was a tranafer from A-13 just west
of Bayeaux to A~14 at Crettville,
de Casualties:
1. There were six casualtles this month, two missing in action,
one due to enemy ground fire, two due to unknown causes, and one
accidentally,
2. Lt, Leo C, Pawlukanis was lost on Aug. 3, cause unknown,
Lt. Robert G. Jones was also lost due to unknown causes on August 6,
but it is believed that he went down in combat. August 10, Lt. R.A.
Faulkrod was shot down by enemy A/C., Both Captain J.U, Underwood
and It. J.C, Brown were lost to the squadron August 19, the former's
plane was hit by flak and he subsequently tailed out over enemy
territory, while the latter was reported missing in action when the
Squadron was jumped by about 30 enmemy A/C in the vicinity of Paris,
Lt, Robert M, Day mushed into the ground while on a ground straffing
mission, August 24,

3¢ Fortunately, Captalin Underwood worked his way back to Allied
troops, on Sept. 7, after being captured by the Germans and later
escaping, He had received injuries during these experiences and had
to be hospitalized,

Ly 1ts Faulkrod was injured when he bailed out but after be ing
taken prisoner by the Nazis and taken to Paris, he was recaptured
there YWy American and French forces,
g8e Decorationsg

1. The following Officers received awards during the month of

Augusta
Ma jor John L. Locke, Commanding Officer, =-ee=e-=<DFC

Captain R.,Ds Christensen DFC
Lty Glenn K, Schwan DFC
Lt. AsM. Douglas DFC

Its Nedes Cook ========jir Medal and 1st OLC
Lts ReBe Krang=-——-—--Alr Medal and 1=t OLC
Its AcBe Forde=——===—=jir Medal

Major John L. Locke, 14th, 15th, 16th, 17th, 18th OIC
Capt, J.U, Underwood, Bth, $th, 10th, 11th, 12th, 13th OILE
Capts JoR. Bronson, 5th, &th, 7th, 8th, 9th OIC



512th Pighter Squadron History (comt’d) August 190l

Captaim R.Ds Christensen, 10th, 1ith, 12th, 13th, 14th,
i5th, 16th, OLC

Captain Johm W, Mullaney, 10th OLCL

ist. Lt W.Cs Braxtom, 5th-| 7th, OILC

iste Lt. A.S. Brown, Jr., "'H'-hp 5th, 6th OLC

ist, L‘trl “lﬁnl-ﬂhﬂ-. Jrn’ kth’ sth 010

1sts. Lte GeFs Vacca, Lth 0IC

1at, Lts J.Hs Yarger, 4th OIC

ist, Ite L.R. Hayes, 4th OLC

1st. Lte We Andersom, Jr,, 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th, 1ith OILC

ist. Lt, J.Cs Brown, &h. T7th 0LC

ist, Lt. A.M., Douglas, 7th, 8th, 9th OIC

ist, Lt, EoF. Mayne, Jr., 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th OIC

ist,. Lte G.K, Schwan, 10th, i1th, 12th, 13th OLC

iat, Lt Johm mm' J:l.'., ?'bh' Bth,. ath 0OIC

13‘#- Ltl
2rmd It R.Ge
2nd It W.Le
Enﬂ. Ilt H.'ih
2rmd It J«S.
2nd Lt W.H.
2nd It JeJs
2nd It AJJe
2nd Lt J.Coe
2nd 1t J.Ce
2nd Lt ReBe

D.D. Tomlinson, 6th, 7th OLC

Jones, 4th, 5th OLC
Perkins, 3rd, 4th OLC
Garton, 1lst, 2nd OIC
Kozlowsky, ist OIC
Rumsey, Jr., lst OLC
Schlotman, 1st OILC
Stang, 3rd, 4th OLC
Anderson, 2nd OLC
Brown, 1st OILC
Crater, 1st OLC

2nd It GN.
2nd Lt F.W.

Horne, 1at OIC
Chubbuck, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th OIC

ist, It., Jack Robinson, Jr,, Soldier's Medal,
Operations and Narratives
is The highlight of this month's operations was the safe re-
turn of Mejor Locke, commanding officer, Capiain Christensen and
Captain Underwcod after being shot down behind enemy lines, Clalms
for the past 31 days have been good. A commendation was recelve d
from General Weyland on August 20, Sguadron morale has been excellent,

2, Major Locke was forced to ball out near Mantes=Gasicourt on
August 23 when his ship was hit by flak. He landed in a clearing and
immediately hid in a field some distance awgy. The area was surround=-
ed by German Artillery so he laid low until the following morning,
working hls wasy to a French village, After a narrow escape from the
Germans and a Pro=Nazi Frenchwoman who had told him where to hide,
he fimally hid in a deserted French house, For three days he exls-
ted on his emergency rations and some water untll the American forces
made thelr way to the town, Two days later he was back with the
Squadron,

3,. Captain Christensen was forced down by flak, in the area of
Chalon sur Marne, He bellied in and waved to the eireling flight that
he was 0,K. By quickly hiding in a woods nearby he evaded capture,
Ten hours later he spotted a tank column and was later taken to the
rear area and back to the organization,

fe
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512rh Fighter Squadrom History (cont'd) August 1944

L4,. Twelve Nezi ME109's were shot down in aerial combat, while
an HEl1l and an ME109 were destroyed on the ground by Lt, Marusiak,
Captain Underwood accounted for two, both on August 19th,. The same
day Lt. W. Anderson downed one which brought his btag for the month
to 2%, including the one on Aug. 10 and one shared with Captain
Christensen on the same mission, On Aug, 6th, Capt, Christensen
shot down one which made 13 for him., M jor Locke, Capt, Bronson,
Lt. Chubbuck, Lt, Schwan, Lt, A.S. Brown and Lt. Garton each acce
ounted for one,

5. Other claims for August were equally goods The following
itemized 1list shows the scope of activitiess

Dest, Prob, Damaged

E/A EA; 12 0 2
E/A (G 2 0 8
M/T 295 0 26
Armored Vehicles & Tanks 15 6 11
Locomotives L 0 6
RR Cars 136 1 82
Gun Emplacements 2 0 2
Factorlies & Misc. Bldgs. 0 1 14
RR Cut 9 12 10
Vessels & Barges 6 0 13
M/Y Attacked 2 2 1

CARL T, MATTHENS, JHa.,
Captain, Air Corps,
Historical Officer.
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512th Fighter Squadron History September 1944

a, Changes in Organizationi

1. HNone.
b, BStrength, Commissioned and Enlisted:
Date Officers Enlisted Men
31 Aug 1944 56 251
30 Sept 1944 57 250

c, Movement:

1. Two changes of station were made during the month of Sept. The first
change was completed Sept 10 from A=-1k4 at Crettville, to A-36 at St, Leonard
Loupeland some twelve miles SW of lLe Mans., The second move was completed
Sept 23 from A=-36 to A-80 at Mourmelon Le Grand between Relms and Chalons Sur

Marme,

d, Casualties:
1, The 5i2th Fighter Squadron suffered seven casualties in Sept. They

werae as followsa

Lt walter H Rumsey Sept 10 MIA Mushed in while straffing

It Richard B Crater Sept 11 MIA Crashed after pulling up from strafiing

Lt Donald M Webster Sept 13 MIA Hit by Flak. Balled out over enemy terr,

It Thomas J Downey Sept 13 MIA To hospital as result of crash on takeoff
in which he sustained a serious arm burn,

Lt S5 A Dougherty Sept 27 MIA Crashed as a result of an ammunition dump
and traln explosion

Lt M W Garton Sept 27 MIA Downed by flak

Lt Norman J Cook Sapt 28 MIA Disappeared during dog fight.

e, Decorations:
1. The following Officers received awards during the months

Captain Underwood Purple Heart gept 11
Lt Faulkroid Purple Heart Sept 6
Captain Rronson Lead FPilot

f. Narrative:

1. All personnel of the Air Eschelon were up at 5am Aug 26th and after a
treakfast of "K" rations, were anxious to get rolling for this was the day we were
going to drive 175 miles in motor convoy to our new base at A=36 near Le Mans,
Enlisted men put away pup tents and Officers bid "Ile Chateau" farwell. It was
seven o'clock when the 15 or so vehicles of our squadron plus those of our brother
squadrons were finally assembled and all was in readiness, The weather was guestion=
able and some drivers left their tops down much to their discomfort for much of
our tiresome but highly interesting trip was made in a driving rain, Brittany
was newly liberated and the friendly, cheerful populous turned out all along the
way to smile and wave at the passing "Americans". The trip was made without mis-
hap although the convoy did get split up someplace along the way and one section
arrived a little ahead of the other,

2, Squadron areas had previously been determined so our party set up camp
in two large fields on the western side of the runway close to the North end,

Tents wers erected at once next to the hedge rows which were plentifully sprinkled
with apple trees and care was taken to see that they were placed on two sides only,
the North and East.

==
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2:2th Fighter Sguadron History September 1944

"snts were erected at once next to the hedge rows which were plentifully sprinkled
#izh apple trses and care was taken to see that they were placed on two sldes only,
=== North and East, All Operations and Intelligence tents of the Group were
rantalized as usual in three small flelds East of the runway which was four days
’=ox completion at the time of arrival, The Officers quarters and mess tents
esre situated in two fields next to Group Ops with our squadron Ops in the fleld
=vond and c¢loser to the rumway. Pyramid tents, cots, meke shift cloths racks,
—s and our good friend the barracks beg were the standard of llving for all.

3. The Cround Eschelon joined the air group on the evening of Sept 2 and
<=s following evening the Flight Eschelon flew in the alrcraft, The move was
=z=zpleted on the 10th when the rear elements arrived, Poor weather prevented
‘zzediate operations and all were glad to spend the breather puting thelr quarters
<= shape, On Sept 5th all personnel again put their shoulders to the wheel and
—srations proceeded as usual, Lt Booth changed his gold tars for silver ones on
<=2 Pth, The furor and happy congratulations caused by Capt Underwood's safe
==turn on Sept ist after being MIA for some time had died down somewhat, Capi
%211, ist It Proctor and F/O Byerly were welcome additions to our organization
3= this time,

4, Closer understanding and good fellowship was glven & boost at this point
= <he formation of a Officers and & NCO Club. Champagne and various refreshments
rere served by both at a reascnable price, Many sociable evenings were spent re-
s=wing old acquaintances and making new ones, Lts A. S, Brown, Hayes, Rhea,
Zeckins, Chubbuck, Draney and Stang recelved well earned rest leaves of seven
=5 and London again had the privilege of entertaining some of our alr men.
s2=t befors leaving A=36, Lt Devlin jolned our rarks as Ordnance Offlcer.

5, The evening of Sept 19 saw all Air Eschelon personnel packing up again
i=2 at 0700 the following morning after a btreakfast of those "K" ratlons we were off
iz=in, In spite of the long jeunt of 285 miles which we faced everyone looked forward
<= the trip with anticipation. Bach squadron motor convoy traveled seperately
szzsequently excellent time was mads, It took us through Orlsans, Montargls, Sens,
~:ves and Chalons Sur Marne, The ever changing scenery was enjoyable.
> six pm Mourmelon Air Field was reached and the last of the "E® rations
zzosumed.,

6, As one G I so aptly put it ™ This is the best set up we have had yet
-z it looks like an inspectors paradise." We were housed in the predetermined
“icers Quarters for the night and the followlng morning everyone went to work
=7 a will on the multitude of tasks that faced us, This was indeed a nice
e=mangement and with work it would be very liveable, The enllsted personnel
x=ved into their assigned tays and reoms in & pair of two storied cement bulldings
s-=3ss from each other, The first three graders were given the smaller which
=2 21] outside rooms capable of sleeping about three men each. The rest of the
s=- were housed fifteen men to a bay in the other building. The Mess Hall,
“=zhen, Orderly Room, Supply and Medical Sectlon occuppied most of the main
Tz2or of the latter,

7. The Officer's Club with its large swimming pool and most of the Officer’s
. =rters were situated & half mile northeast of the landing sirip and a quarter
~ 2 mile from the Orderly Room., All of the buildings on the fleld were of
==k or cement construction with wood or coal burning stoves for heating. Small
--=szges with a capacity of two to eight men housed most of our Officers ard
===+ were located close to the Club on the South side with our Operations Building
== 2 step away to the West, Our higher ranking Officers were quartered in a
=2 storied apartment btuilding about a half mile away on the main rcad from the
#1=1d to Mourmelon,

2s
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512th Fighter Squadron History September 1944

8, This was a former French Cavalry and Artillery Camp founded in
Hapoleon's day. A permanent sod air field had been added with at least four
spacious hangers but our bombers had done excellent work however since ihe
Boche had taken over and with one exception all the hangers as well as the
rest of the buildings in the vicinity had demolished almost beyond repair,
Our engineers moved in and by the time we had arrived a 5,000 £t. strip was
ready for use in spite of bomb craters and furrows ploushed by the Cermuns befor &
lﬁﬂﬂi?ﬁa

Fs The move was quickly completed when most of the Gound Eschelon were
flown ia by €-47 on Sept 23 and the othere arrived on the same day with ths
vehicles and remaining matarizl,

gs Operationsi
1, The 512th Fighter Squadron flew 36 Missions and a total of 392 individual

sortles in Sept. Results were not spectacular but we re generally zood. S3ept
7 12, 27, and 20th were exceptiomally good days for the organizations however.
Mejor Locks and Lt Feulkroid returned to the squadron afier being shot dows.
Major Locke returned Sept 20th and thls was hie second time in two months,

2o On the 7th of the month, 135 horse drawn vehicles and 52 4/Ts were
destroyed. The organlzation alsc destroyed 30 flat cars and 60 M/Ts on the 2:h,
Sept 27th and 28th showed good results too, Three locomotives, 33 RR Ammc Jar:
and a Ammo dump were destroyed on the former and It Cook got & ME=10% in the z2ir
while a locomotive and two Ammo Bldgs were destroyed with 27 BR Cars and =

storage tank damaged on the latter day,
3s Following are the statistics apd Destruction for the month of Sepz:

Degtroyed Frob Damaged
A/C in the Air 1 0 3
W/'T 122 é 7
Armored Vehicles 6 0 22
& Tanks

Locomotives B8 0 i6
ER Cars g o 170
Gun Emplacements & 0 0
Dumps i 0 o
Misc Bldgs 3(Anmo Bldgs)

RR Cut 1% 0 0
H/D Vehiclss 135 0 0
Storage Tank 1 0 4]

CARL T, MATTHEWS, JR.,
Capty Alr Qorps,
Historieal Officer
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512th Fighter Squadron History October 1944

a, Changes in Organizatiom

1. None,
bs Strength, Commissioned and Enlisted:
Date Officers Enlisted Men
30 Sept 44 L4 250
31 Oct 44 5h 249
¢s Movement:
i. HNone,

de Casualtles:

1, The only casualty of the month occurred on Oct 19th, when Lt Robinson Dlew
off the end of the first finger on his left hand, A 20mm shell on which he had been
working, exploded and caused the injury.

8, Decoratlionsi

Capt Fred C Maralle-—sse====pir Medal with 1st and Znd
EMLtHnﬁﬂunningham,Jrﬂ-““'" B OH BN HNW W HHH
2nd It Mark E Darrough, Jr=e" " " " " ® 8 %% gIg

2nd It Welker A Diamantie——=" " " " " yith 1st, 2nd, 3rd CLC
2nd It Samuel A Deugnerty--=" " " " " ® ® " ¥ g8

2nd It Thomas J Downey======iir Medal

c
n

2nd Lt Jimmie D Porter==----Air Medal with 1st and 2nd OIC
Z2nd It Bdmund E Volts-- fOW MWW MM e
2nd It Donald M Webster=——-e" " * @ @ ® n @@ @ w A
zﬂst'n]Dmsﬂrmstrcrg--—-““"""'“'"“““""
2nd Lt Melvin I Byer ——— MW "N EEREE R E
znﬂ.LtHﬂmHﬂﬂja--—"—-ﬂ"“" "“"““"ﬂIﬂzmﬂm
2nd It Domald G Whicker=e—e=" " # @ @ @@ 8 00 org

2nd It Robert R Krange=e=—---—2nd 3rd, and 4th OLC

2nd It John S Kowzlowsky----2nd, 3rd and 4th OIC

2nd Lt John J Schlotman----=2nd, 3rd and 4th QIC

2nd It John C Anderson=—---=3rd, 4th and 5th OLC

Z2nd Lt Norman J Cock===—=———=-Znd OLC

2nd Lt Alfred B Ford==--—---—lgt, 2nd, 3rd and 4th OLC
2nd Lt Meurice W Garton===--=3rd, 4th and Sth OIC

2nd It Richard B Crater-----2nd, 3rd and 4th OLC

2nd Lt Walter H Rumsey-—--—2nd OLC

2nd It Charles N Horne, Jr--2nd, 3rd and 4th OLC

ist Lt Robert M Draney---—=--=4th, 5th, &th and 7th OLC
1st It William C Braxton--—=8th, 9th, 10th and iith OIC
iet Lt A S Brown, Jr-—- 7th, 8th, 9th and 10th 0IC
18t It lewis R Hayes=—————==5th, 6th and 7th QIC

1st Lt Walter L Perkins—---=5th, 6th, 7th and Bth OLC
1st Lt John B Yargsr=-==---=5th, 6th, 7th and 8th OLC
2nd It Alan J Stang——- 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th OIC
{st Lt William Anderson, Jr-i2th, 13th, 14th, 15th OILC
1st Lt Bverett E Boothe———==ith, 5th, &th CIC

ist It James C Brown=—-—-—-- --3th, 9th, 10th, 1lth CIC
i1st It Arner M Douglas----==10th,11th, 12th, 13th, 14th OIC
1st Lt Donald D Tomlinson---8th, 9th, 10th, 1lth, 12th OIC

i
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512th Fighter Squadron History Cctober 1944

2nd Lt Fred W Chubbuckemmeeeesfth and 7th OLC

Capt Jack R B Ronsone=========10th, 11th, 12th, 13th, 14th OI0
Capt Jesse U Underwood=sw=====ilth QI0

1st Lt Jay 0 Mo Callwe==em====ith OIO

1=t Lt Wm A Rhea =&th and 7th OLC

ist Lt Edward F Myne~e——=——===iith, 12th, 13th OIC

ist Lt Glen K Schwan -=—==ilith, 15th OILC

Capt Richard D Christensen———17th OILC

ist Lt John Marusiak, Jre=----i0th, 11th OLC

T/Sgt Christy W (Erﬁac&-u--——-—yrgnza Star Medal

T/Sgt Vernon T Holmeg=—=ee——m—= N TR AR T
Tfsg‘tTilanHoﬂa.;ﬁ....__"Hﬂunnuu"
S/Sgt Thomas 0 Pulleyemeemmmwa! " # % 8 # 0w &

Ma jor John L Locke===—— 20th and 21st OLC
Major lieston M Lennex==—we=-ewQIC to the PURPLE HEART

fo. Operations and Harratives

1+ The one thing that impressed all persomnel this month was the lack of good fly-
ing weather, Rains, fogs and cloud formations kept the squadron on the ground a good
sart of the month while poor wlsibility foreced our planes to return to the base with-
out accomplishing their mission 2 number of times, A number of pilot replacements
joined our ranks during this time and a few of the older pilots were returned to the
States for a well earned rest., Two commendations were received during the month,

2, General Wayland and General Sanders reviewed the Officers and men of the 40&th
on Oct 2nd in the large field just north of the main area, At this time, Lt Robinson
was presented with his Soldier's Medal while Lis Ford and Kranz received their Air
¥edal, A large number would have received their awards but for the fact that it has
been the procedure of the squadron to glve the Medals to the Men when autherized,

Je Oct 3= Today we flew our 175th Mission since flying in the ETO and the first
cor the month, The Sguadron tocck off on this Armed Recce under the leadership of
Lt Wm Anderson and had fair results, A M/Y was dive=bombed, four locomotives were
lestroyed, another damaged, and eight RR cars damsged by straffing. Nine new pilots,
Iis Ashton, Casselll, Eymer, Cox, Francis, Bacon, Claxton, Gowdy and Creveir, Joined
wur ranks teday, For operatlons conducted by the Group on 29 September 1944, the 406th
was given a Commendation by General Weyland, who stated "That resolute and skillful
=ttacks by all squadrons of this group in the landau area of Germany resulted in
feavy losses to the enemy." For these acheivements on that date, this Group is
commended and full comfidence 1s expressed that future operations will be worthy of
the high standard set in this and other outstanding actions against the enemy."”

ke Col Grosetta led the squadron on 2n Armed Recce Mission in which we flew cover
for the other two squadrons of this group, No tandits were encountered and the trip
#as uneventful., Lts Douglas and Tomlinson went out on a Weather Mission and repor ted
generally bad weather,

50 0Oect 5- This afternoon, Capt Bronson tock off with eleven others of our Sgdn,
on a Dive Bombing mission, cutting RR tracks at one place behind the German lines.,
1st Lts Mayne, Schwan and Marusiak were promoted to the rank of Capt and have left
for Paris on their way back to the States,

b
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512th Pighter Squadron History (cont'd)

6, Oct 6~ This is one of those days in which the weather was faverable enough
for two missions to be flown, With Major Locke leading the Sguadron dive-bombed a
AR cutting the tracks, Lt Tomlinson flew number 1 Red Flight for the afternocon
misslon and reported no claims,

7« ©Oct 7= Capt Bronson and It Douglas took charge of the Squadron on the two
zissions today. The former had good results on the mormdng mission, cutting one
Nazi RR line in three places, probably destroying one small factory and damaging
three locomotives and 23 RR cars., Ten a/c were airborne for the second sally on
&z similar objective, This time more RR tracks were cut in two places and 10 plus
tuildings were bombed. Two locomotlves and nine RR cars were damaged also,

8, Oct 8- Major Locke with 12 A/C had an uneventful fighter sweep this morning,
Lt Horne had to abort due to his landing gear but Lt Schlotman who was spare flew
in his place, Lt Anderson and the sguadron ran into the kind of trouble they were
locking for in the afternoon, We bagged 33 ME109's, all confirmed on this fighter
sweep over enemy airdromes, Lt Douglas added 1% to his score, Lt Whicker knocked
down one, and Lt A, 5. Brown got another Jerry,

9, 0Oct 9=10= Bad weather suspended operations these two days. Pilots of the
organization had an ice cream and cake party. A ping pong table has been set up
using the & £t by 8 ft map board of Intelligence for the table, Another new inno=
vation is the addition of a snack bar, Cpl Greenll did an excellent job on it and
Sgt Williams the painter was responsitle for a fine job of staining and varnishing.

10. Oct 11= Our first close support mission for the month was flown today with
it Thomlinson in charge, As has happened so many times before, the take off was
delayed until the middle of the afterncon due to the poor visibility over the targst
area, At the direction of the ground controller a small town was bombed and a
wooded area straffed with no results observed, Lt Francls dropped his bombs and
couldn't take off on this sally. Mejor Lennox vislted his friends and btuddies to-
day after a long stay in the hospital in England, Everyone was happy to see him well,
He will be around for a few days before returning to the States,

11+ Oct 12= There was quite a bit of activity today, The flrst mission, Close
Support, under Capt Bronson was up at 0852 hours, A town was bombed as directed
from the ground but no claims could be made, Lt Booth with a flight of four A/C
was scheduled to contact a C=47 in the vicinity of Verdun and escort it to lLiege,
Selgium but the transport failed to show up, The squadron took off at 1300 on the
same mlssion of ground support with It Douglas flying number 1 Red. Nine gzun em-
placements, one large ammunition building, and one :?T were destroyed and one
tuilding set on fire, Lits Hayes, Draney and Perkins received their promotions to
ist Lts today, Three new pilots, Capt Akln, Lt Didas and Lt Baldwin joined the
ranks of the 512th this evening,

12, Oct 13- We had an airdrome alert at 0BO0 howrs and two of our pilots, Lts
Kranz and Whicker, took off to intercept the enemy a/c which were reported to be
in the vicinity, At 1030 hours, Lts Claxton and Francis were up to relieve thenm
sn thelr scouting and patrol but without any luck, Capt Marall and Capt Bronson
led two ground support missions with the only observed results which were three

13, 0Oect 14= St Remy and Bellvue, France were subjected to bombing ard strafs
fing by us at the direction of the III Army Controller, On thils first close
sround support mission, 16 X 500 pound bombs were put in the target area at St.
Zemy, with two direct hits, seven close misses which set one large bullding on firs.

-
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512th Fighter Squadron History (cont'd) October 1944

It was also heavily straffed, Bellvue was heavily straffed along with a wooded
area to the north of this town and a large bus damaged., Antilly and StRemy were
our target for the second mission today under the leadership of Capt Merall.
Zlght bombe were placed in the target at each place and two fires started at the
former, Our new pilots recelved a lecture on essential toples such as geography,
englneering, mavigation and so forth, this evening,

14, Oct 15~ We received a list of vital targets with ccordimates which will be
concentrated on, These targets are tridges which carry almost all of the enemy's
war material to the front and it is owr job to destroy them and keep them under
observation so that repairs cannot be carried out, Besides this, a list of sonme
2 or 10 alternate targets, Supply and Ammo Dumps, were received, The Squadron
took off at 0723 hours this time, with Lt Tomlinson leading on an armed recce,
nission, RR tracks were cut on one line, six locomotives and 54 RR cars were
damaged and a car destroyed, The afternoon mission was serubbed and the crgane
ization released because of bad weather which closed in,

15, Oct 16=17= There was two days of ralny weather and generally bad weather
sver the whole Western front, Capt Christensen and Capt Underwood were transferred
out of the squadron for return to the states,

15, Oct 18-19= Our only mission during these two days was recalled due to poor
weather over the target area and Lis Douglas and Tomlinson took off on a weather
Reconn on the latter day, No other activity was attempted. Major Leanox left for
home with the good wishes of all, It Cocklins went to the hospital on the latter
day for an operatlon, and Lts Hayes, Perkins, Chubbuck and A,S, Brown left for
Paris and eventually home, Lt Robinson had an unfortunate accident while working
on a German 20mm shell and has been sent to the hospital with the end of his
finger shot off,

17, Oct 20-21- A new addition to the Smack Bar is an electric hot plate which
is used to keep the coffee warm, We have started to buy domuts each day too much
%o the enjoyment of all personnel, The first of these two days, Major Locke led
an uneventful mission and the following day Lt Douglas and company cut a2 RR line
and damaged a locomotive, Lt Proctor has been transferred and started on his way
toward the States,

18, Oct 22= Capt Marall and eleven pllots took off at 0917 hours on an armed
Recce, One Nazl RR line was cut. Agaln today weather has been our main source of
trouble, The squadron was released early in the afternoon because of the weather,

19, Oct 23=24=25- NWo flying was done during these three days because rain and
clouds prevailed, At this time we recelved a commendation from General Pation for
superior efficiency and cooperation afforded the III Army, He further stated "Due
to the tireless efforte of your flyers, large numbers of hostlle vehicles and troop
soncentrations ahead of our advancing columns have been harassed or obliterated,
The information passed directly to the head of our columns from the air has saved
time and lives,"

20, Oct 26= For the first time this month 16 A/C tock off with Capt Bronson
leading, We flaw cover for the other two squadrens attacking a RR bridge and Ammo
iump, HNo bandits were encountered,
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“12th Fighter Squadron History (cont'd) Octobar 1944

2l= Oct 27-28~ The first day the Croup was riefed in our ready room but
:7{er remaining on the alert for most of the day the mission was scrubbed and
-2 Squadron released, Again the next day there was no treak in the weather,
-2pt Matihews has purchased aluminum cups, forks and spoons with funds collected
“or the purpose of the snack tar, and it has relieved the acute shortage of these
items for the tar,.

22= Qet 29-30-3i~ Very poor weather prevented any flying on the last iwe
=ys of the month, however on the 29th, the Group was triefed in our squadron
Teady room and with Lt Douglas leading, 16 a/c tock off on a dive=bombing
=ssion. We falled to deatroy the btridge which was our objective but did manaze
=0 cut the rails at both ends of it. Lt Stang's plane caught on fire just before
e takeoff and Lt Schlotman flew in his place, Fortunately the former received
=2 injuries when his cockpit was enveloped in flames due to a hasty retreat,

23~ During the month, Capt Fred C, Marall was appointed Assistant Operations
Ificer to Capt Bronson, Operations Officer, It A.S. Brown was appointed "AY
Tlight Commander, Lt Wm Anderson, Jr,, "B" Flight, Lt A.M. Douglas, "C" Flight,
znd It D.D, Tomlinson, "D" Flight, When Lt A.S, Brown left, Lt J.C, Brown
“25 appolnted “A" Flight Commander, There were only 24 Misslons flown during
ctober and two additional Weather Reconn flights, The Statistics for the month
:5 compiled by the S=2Z section are as follows:

B/A (Air) Destr;yed Protables Damared
3 0 0
M/T L 0 0}
Locomotives L 0 13
RR Cars 1 23 70
Bridges | 0 0
Gun Emp, 9 0 0
Factories and 1(Ammo ) 1 11
Mizc, Bldgs.
RR Cut 11 0 C
M/Y Attack 0 0
Fort Attack 1 0 0

CARL T. MATTHEWS, JR.,
Capt, Alr Corps,
Hlistorical Officer.
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a, Changes in Organizations

1. Hone
o, Strength, Commissioned and Enlisted:
Date Officers Enlisted Men
31 Oct 44 N 2LS
30 Nov 44 66 24

cy Movemant
i. MNone

i, Casualties:

1. One pilot was lost during Nov, 1st Lt Donmald D, Tomlinson was shot down
ty enemy flak while he was straffing a gun positlon near Merzlz, Germany,; on the
19th of the month, He never pulled out of his dive,

e, Decorations:
1. lNone.

£y Operations and Narratives

1, MNovember was the low point of the 512th Fighter 8q since becoming
operational in the ETO, Bad weather kept the organizatlion on the ground most
sf the month, Hesults were good considering the number of mlssions flown
=nd the weather encountered, Quite a2 number of new pllots jolned us during
the past 30 days which trought our Officer strength up to 2 new high, A limited
qunber of enlisted men were issued 24 hour passes to visit Pards, Officers
continued to receive U8 hour passes for the same purpose at the rate of
four per trip.

2, The 200th mission was flown the first day of the month with Major Locke
leading four flights of a/c on a dive bombing job of cutting a rallroad, The
mission was successfully accomplished, Lts Ford, Schlotman and McNally are
ist Lts starting today.

3, Four rainy days followed. During this perlod, Nev 3, eleven new pllois
jolned the squadron, They were Lts Wm A. Anderson, Berical, Balog, Brandt,
Chin, Crocker, Dean, Doss, Harkinson, Maloney and Fratt. The next day a lecture
was held for the new men to review such essential material as Geography,
Xavigation, Map Reading and so forth,

I, The weather twoke temporarily on Nov 5th and at 1300 owr planes were
atle to tale off on a dive bombing mission, The target was an ammunitlon dump
near Strassbourg, Lt Douglas led this mission of 16 a/e with good results.
This was the only one to take to the air until three days later,

5, In close support of the XX Corp which started its drive about this
time, Major Locke led the men on a misslon the 8th. The uncertain weather
closed in during the afternoon so that this was the only one for the day. At
the direction of the ground controller, an enemy command post was attacked and
isstroyed, Lt Kozlowski gladly exchanged hls gold bars for silver ones today.
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512th Fighter Squadron History (continued) November 1544

6. For the first time this month the squadron was able to fly two missions,
These wers on the 9th bath which were close support for the Third Army. Col,
Srossetta led the former and Capt Bronson the latter, attacking towns in
front of our lines, M/T, and trains, In addition to these activities, a
ieather Reconn Mission of two a/e, Capt Bromson and Lt Diamanti, was flown,

7. MNov 10 = The usual sixteen plane formation tock of at 1105 to escort
=26s over Germany in the only mission of this type for Kov, Icing and snow
<ere encountered at 1,000 to 1,550 feet., The bombers turned tack without
completing thelr mission., No other planes toock to the air for the remainder
>f the day because the weather closed in, Gen. Sanders was scheduled to inspsct
us today. He couldn't make it,

8. MNov i1 = Ten armored vehicles and tanks were destroyed and fifteen
iamaged as well as three gun emplacements sllenced on today's Ground Support
Msgsion, Two of our afc were damaged by flak,

9, Another five deys of unfavorable weather hampered operations, During
this time Dr Xnowlton, Flight Surgeon, talked to the pllots on prevalent colds
and urged all pilots to take one sulfa pill per day to ward them off, A
shart was set up covering a 21 day period in which each one signed daily
when he tock the pill, Lts Didier and E M Sprouse joined the squadron, Lt
Jonzld M. Webster, MIA since Sept 13th, rejoined the squadron on Nov 16 after
‘wo months behind Cerman lines, He had many experiences to relate on how he
sad successfully evaded the enemy, what he had seen and how he had returned
to friendly territory. Lt Webster left for the States the next day.

10, Nov 17 = In support of the XX Corps drive, iwo Close Ground Support
=issions of 16 afe each toock to the air, On the first, led by Lt Douglas,
= town was bombed and four gun emplacements destroyed by straffing, It was
sn this mission that Lt Darrough was forced to bail out just west of Thionvilie
in friendly territory after his ship was hit by flak, The second misslon was
iust as eventful, Major Locke and his crew destroyed five more gun pesitions,
“ombed a town, & number of M/T and armored vehicles, Flak put Lt Dean's
olane out of commisslon and he bellied it in close to A~32,

11, Nov 18 = Ground targets were agaln attacked today, Capt Morall and the
squadron struck at gun positions, troops and rall transportation, A locomotive
z=nd four cars were definitely destroyed and the tracks cut but no results
ware observed at any of the other targets. In the late afternocon, Capt
Zronson and the men destroyed four M/T and five bulldings on the same type

=ission.
12, Nov 19 = Today we flew the most individual sorties for any one day

iuring the past two months, Thrae missions were flown for a total of 43
zortiss, The weather was CAVU and the first bunch of planee with Lt Anderson
lzading were off by 0825, Col Grossetta tock the second off at 1230 with
¥z jor Locke taking the squadron up on its last at 1530. GSeven towns were
=ombed with excellent resulis and 2 number of gun emplacements sllenced,
It Tomlinson, smiling, genial "Tom", who has been with the organization since
JTU days, was lost to the 512th today., He flew straight intc the ground and
exploded after he had been hit by flak,

13. Nov 21 = Three new pilots joined our ranks yesterday, They are
It Lloyd W. Johnson, Lt D.E, Mitchell and F/O Thomas Norris, Lts J.C. Brown zrd
Jraney took off at 0930 on Weather Reconn. The first mission for the squadron
was a leaflet one, DBombs containing safe conduct, news and warnings to
surrender leaflets were dropped at Saarlautern, Saarbrucken, Forbach and
Saargemund, Another was flown giving close support to our troops. Napalm,
rags and 500 1t bombs were carried by the 16 a/c and two towns were hit,

=
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512th Fighter Squadron History (continued) November 1944

14, Nov 25 = Four eight ship mlissions were flown today in support of the
Third Army, Our planes were in the alr continuously all day. Lt Downey nosed
his plane over and ruined the prop but was not injured. It happened while he
was preparing to take off on the first mission. A4ll a/c dispatched returned

safely and the results in general were falr,
15, Nov 26 = The last mission for the month of Nov was flown on thls date,

It was Armed Recce with Major Locke leading., Four buildings were destroyed,
three locomotives, four II!,/T probatly destroyed and two more locomotives were
damaged,

16, The enlisted men of the squadron held a dance at the NCO Club on
Nov 27th., French girls and WACS from Chalons and Relms attended, Due to a
mix up in schedules, the hall in Reims had been let to some other organization
and our officers had to postpone their party on the 29th., 1st Lt lawrence
Poth of the 438th Fighter Group now statloned at A-69, visited Lt Cockins,

3q Ass Intell Officer.
17, During the month of Nov, twenty-one operational missions were flown,

sixteen of which were Ground Support. The moral of the Squadron remained at
2 high level in spite of poor flying conditions and imactivity. The folleowing

statistics were complled by S8q S5=2.
' Destroyed Probabl Damaged
11 N 1

5 S— o
Armored Vehicles and Tanks -———- 13 o 15
Locomotives 2 5 3
RR Cars e L 0 o
Gun Emplacements —-— 12 0 0
Dumps - 0 1 0
Factories and Misc Bldgs —-=--— 11 10 0
RR Cut - = 3 1 0
Command Posts ——- i 1 0
Towns Attacked 22 1] 0









































































