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WILLIAM ANDERSON (Captain 810660), born in Garrison, Montana, December 9, 1916. Attended schools in Deer Lodge, Montana. Three years at Colorado School of Mines, 1935-1938. Married and have two children, boy and girl, and am a grandfather - once. 

Entered service March, 1942 - trained in South West, Class of 43-H at Dothan, Alabama. Fighter training at Fort Meyers, Florida and Columbia, South Carolina. Overseas in March, 1944 with 406 Fighter-Bomber Group, 512th Squadron, 9th Air Force. 

Flew 113 missions, about 700 hours in the Jug. Supported Patton across France and Germany. Left the service in November, 1945 and back in mining, the only thing I really know. Had four aircraft shot down, never could get the fifth. 

Flew two tours, I'm of the bunch that got home and back in January, 1945 for invasion of Germany. Missed Battle of the Bulge. Never had to bail or never aborted a mission, was shot up so many times it was unbelievable but the old Jug always came home. 

It was not always flak.  Two ME-109's beat the hell out of me one day. The central controller called me and said "Basher-Red Leader do you have contact Bandits," I replied, "I sure do, I'll bring them over the field in 3 minutes, they're chasing me home." Got all the usual medals including two Belgium and two French but one I'm most proud of is the Silver Star -it is the greatest. 

I have been in mining all my life, except the war. Presently, Manager of the Sunshine Mine, the largest silver mine in U.S.

